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This assault transport can ferry troops right to the foxholes,
pick up the wounded and be off again in a matter of minutes.

By Tom Compere

ABIC air transport that can land in a
bean patch is promising a revolution
in today’s foot-slogging ground warfare.

It can land soldiers close enough to the

front lines to hear the crackle of rifle fire.
In minutes, it can wheel about and fly- out
the wounded—for it can take off in little
more than the length of a city block.

By moving large masses of men with in-
credible speed right up behind the fight-
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ing line, this type of plane may bring to
infantry warfare some of the swift tempo
that has come to war in the air.

It is certain to replace a lot of costly
and dangerous parachute jumps. An air-
plane can deliver troops and heavy guns
with far less risk of breaking bones and
equipment.

This new type of flying machine—and the
U. S. Air Force is ordering a lot of them—
is meant to fill the gap between the swift
air transport miles behind the battle lines



and the slow truck transport up front. The
plane looks like a truck with wings and is,
in fact, called the “Avitruc” (Air Force
designation: C-123).

The C-123 will do things that neither

helicopter nor glider can do. Helicopters
have been too small to air-lift very many
men at one time. Gliders can land up front,
but once down, they’re through.

Plane, Helicopter, Glider All in One

The Air Force wanted an airplane, a heli-
copter and a glider all rolled into one. ‘What
it got was an “assault transport’—a glider
with engines. Here’s what it can do:

‘It can land and take off from small,

rough fields. Tt doesn’t need runways. It
can land in corn fields—or bean patches—
behind enemy lines on rescue missions.

It can carry 60 fully equipped troops, or
big artillery pieces, or five jeeps, or 56
wounded men plus half a dozen medical
attendants.

Fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks, it can
fly the 5,000 miles from New York to Los
Angeles and back again at a speed of 200
miles an hour—nonstop. . Sl

With the flip of a switch it can lower a
king-size ramp built into its tail and dis-
gorge its load in a matter of minutes.

It can fly as a conventional airplane with
piston engine and propellers, or with jet
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